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Road Named
For Old Soldier

By: LENORE MARTIN
News Correspondent

Buried in the southermost south-
western tip of Calhoun County is Stephen
Poe, Soldier of the Revolution, who died
on July 28 of 1843,

Perpetuating the memory of his some
ten years residence is the name of Poe’s
Bend Road and the old Poe School, in
which was held also services of
Ebeneezer Baptist Church.

Residing in Habersham County,
Georgia in 1827, Poe letrevert the Lottery
Lands he drew in Carroll County, electing
instead to travel westward with his kin.

Their wagon train stopped on the
journey by a forest fire, one of the older
members (perhaps Stephen) was
overcome by heat and exhaustion and
wnable to go on. According to family
tradition, at first it was decided he would
stay there to recover and then follow the
rest. Until, looking around at the grass,
the trees, and the waters of the sparkling
(Cossa came the realization of “why, right
here is what we were going west to find.”

So they stayed in an encircling area of
St. Clair, Talladega and in Benton
(Calhoun) Counties where one family
settled between the present Mitchellville
Store and the Eastaboga-Ohatchee Road;
another by the river, and those rich
hottom lands are stillin possession of Poe
descendants.

In the area to be settled by Kirkseys,
Vinsens, Ackers and Greens, Stephen (b.

and wife Caroline, nee Ray, both born in
Georgia, who were married March 14,
1850 in St. Clair County.

Jonathan and wife Martha, 50, had six
children, all born in Georgia - three
daughters, Martha 20, P.A. (or Z.A.) 17,
and Sarah, 15, and three sons, Starling,
23, Jonathan M., 13; also William, 7, who
would join Sulphur Springs Baptist
Church in August 1864.

Coming to Alabama after 1845,
Solomon Poe and wife ““N.J.”, 29 brought
sons J.C., 11, E.C., 8, Henry Castle, 5, and
daughters J.E., 13 and Charlot, 10.
Ancther daughter S.R., 3, and son
Solomon W., 2, had been born in
Alabama, ,

Among the marked graves in the
Green-Poe Cemetery, established prior
to 1859, on theEastaboga-Ohatchee Road,
are those of E.C. Poe (1842-1888) and wife
Tempy (Beasley) Poe (1833-1817), Mary
A. (1850-1910), wife of Henry Castle Poe,
and of Solomon W. (1848-1929).

Others are of Jonathan M. (1837-1883)
and his wife Martha H. (Finley) Poe,
both of whom left legacies of courage and

or.

A United Daughters of the Confederacy
marker stands beside the grave of
Jonathan M. Poe. Volunteering in 1862,
Jonathan’s right leg waslost at the Battle
of Joneshoro, Ga., when hit by a logging
chain shot from a cannon, the amputation
50 short nokind of an artificial limb could
ever be fitted.

upon a crutch for

1759) and Mary Poe (b. 1760) hi in
1840 with'a male 40-50 in their household.
Nearby ‘were the families of James W.
Poe (30-40), ‘wife and five sons and
daughters, all under 15, and of John J.
Poe (20-30) and wife Lucretia (Drinkerd)
whohad been married in Benton Co. Nov.
73, 1837, and their infant daughter.

John Poe is listed as a supply preacher
in records of the second quarterly
Mathodist Conference of 1835 - On Sep-
tember 19 being recemmended for ad-
mission. into the traveling circuit. The
name of James W. Poe is among those of
Iéading men on 183346 rolls in the
Talladega Methodist Circuit (which
included Benton Co.).

In Cherokee County records is the
marriage of William B. Poe to Elizabeth
Stewart_on"September 2, 1835, and in
Benton Co.on May 7, 1846 Jesse Poe was
married to Frances Jones by Willis'S.
Wingo. Fgances S. (Darby) Poe, “late of
Orcange Co., Va.’, the wite of WinshIp A&
Poe, died in Talladega Co. in 1845.

The pension application filed August 1,
1843 by Stephen Poe’s 84 year old widow.
Mary, stated that Poe, from Wilkes Co.,
N.C.served two years in the militia under
Col. Golson, beginning in 1776. She
recalled little of his service, except that
he was captured by the enemy at
Wilmington and was discharged in 1778.
She said they had been married in the
summer of 1775 by the Rev. William
Teague.

But Mary Poe’s application, filed three
days after the old soldier’s death,
remains suspended “for more specific

the service of a John Poe, born 1758 i
North Carolina (perhaps close kin), who
died October 9, 1834 and was married to
Mary Newman.
“None of the 1840 Poes were living in
Benton County in 1850, there being in-
stead the families of Solomon, age 41,
Jonathan, age 45, both born in South
Carclina, and of 20 year old Henry Poe

detail of service.” Recorded however BX

=

But thoug] Ip
the rest of his life, Jonathan M. Poe paid
for 40 acres of land with bales of cotton
raised on the land he plowed.

“‘One of the best known and universally
loved women in that section of the
county”’, according to her obituary in The
Anniston Star of Jan. 5, 1919, was “Aunt |
Martha Poe”’, who died at her home near
Ohatchee on Dec. 27, 1918.

Born in Clark Co., Alabama in 1822, “86
years prior to the day her body was
committed to the grave’’, Martha lived 80
years within a three mile area of where
she had died and had never seen a train.
She had joined Sulphur Springs Baptist |
Church in July 1851, married Jonathan
M. Poe in 1859, cared for her family
during the Civil War, was ‘‘never sick a -
day until she had measles in 1887,” and

reared eight children, six of whom

preceded her in death.

Located on the site of the present
Mitchellville Store was the Poe School
where services of the old Ebeneezer
Baptist Church were pastored over 10
years by the Rev. Mark Jones.

Antecedant of the Mt. Olive Baptist
Church in Macon Quarters, the
congregation moved and renamed their
group some 30 years ago when the school
house was torn down. In the Ladies’
Sunday School Class Room at Mt. Olive
Baptist Church is the aged, worm-eaten
pulpit of the Poe School-Church.

Included among pupils attending the
four grade, one teacher Poe School were
some from St. Clair County, children of
the Rev. Jones, who rowed across the
dividing waters, then walked one and a
half miles to the frame structure with its
two front doors.

One of those - Mae - married a son of
Henry Castle Poe and resides on Poe’s
Bend Road where lore of the Revolution,
Confederacy, an early school and church
combine in that historic Creek Indian
area into the interesting history of Benton
County.




Ly R ilosindy ™
settling in

e area e populated by the Kirkey’s, Vinsens, Ackers and Greens
with others in St.Clair and Talladega Counties.

Stephen and Mary Poe are shown in 18L0 in Benton(Calhoun) in their own household along
with a male LO-50 and there #wo other families of Poes.

James W. Poe, 30-L0, with wife, three sons and daighters, all under 15 and of
John J. Poe 20-30 and wife Lucretia(Drinkerd) to wiom he had been married
Nov. 23, 1837, and an infant daughter.

John Poe appears as a supply preacher in records of the second quarterly Methodist
Confernece of 1835, on Sept. 19 that year recommended to the annual conference for adm
into the traveling circuite

James W. Pos 48 on rolls of leading men in the Methodist ciroutt * during
alladega (includes @aiwmm® Benton)
period of 1833 - k6.

Cherokse qounty resords show the marrisge of William B, Pos to Elizabeth Stew
on 9-25-1835 by Willis Selman, Jp., and in Benton County on May 7, 18L6 Jesse Pcs
was married to Frances Jones by Willis 5. Wingo.

Tone of the 1840 Poe'a were living in Benton Co. in 1850, there being instead
the families of Solomon bornxi#@§ in S.C.
Bo9.

Jonathan bn. 1809 in S.C. and of 20 year old Henry Poe, kmxm and wife Caroline, nee Ray,
hon he was mécried Narch 1, 1850 in St.Clats Co. Both born Gas

Coming to Alabama after 18L3.

Jonathan, born 1805 in S.C. and wife Martha, age 50 and their six children

all born in Ga., the three daughters Martha 20, P.A.(or Z.A.)17, Sarah 15, and

the three sons, Starling 23, Jonathan 13, and Wiiiam 1 of the children

in Ga

Solomon, and his. 29 year old wife "N.J."., bn. Gas had come to Alebama in 1846
with three sons J.C. 11, E.C. 8 and H.C. 5 and two daughters J.E. 13 and
Charles 10. A daughter S.R., 3, and son Sol 1 subsequently torn in Alabama.

Among those buried in Poe-Green Cemetery
Young Jonathan and his wife Martha Findley whom he married

e great contributions to Calhoun County were young Jonathan and his wife
Hamu Pinley(?indlsy) whom he married Jan. 6, 1859

Lost
Volunteering in 1862 Q——»—,—i

r Confederate Service Jonathan lost‘nis rigl ?yg at the battle of

Jonesboro, Ga(?) thereafter apers
such a position that nowmx peg could be fitted, him being depefident thereafter

SRt e

But although dependent on a crutch for the rest of his life, he tilled his the soil

and paid for LO acres of land.

One of the best known and universaly loved women in that section of the county,

according to her obituary in The Anniston Star of Jan. 5, 1919 was

Aunt Marth Poe, who died near Ohatchee on Dec. 27, 1918.
at her home



Aocording to the account Nartha Finley had been born in Clark Co. Ala on 1822
86 yoara prion to. the dste her body wes commiteed to the grave. She had joined Sulpmr
Soringe Baptist churoh baptized by vhe fev. lin. MeCain had Lived 80 years within three
e ea of where she died - cared for fanily during the civil war and mever sick
2 day until she had measles in 1887

reared 8 children, six of whom preceded her in desth.
and had never seen a train.

seaparated by a fence from Hall'sCem
of those

Othe other Poe's E.C.
puried in the Poe-Green Cemetery are E.C. Poe hmcatimx(181;2-1888) and his wife
Temp yBeasley Poe(1833-1917)

£1850-1910) one group settling betueen the
Mary A., wife of Hi.D.Poe prescnt Mitcnellville store and
H.0. Pos (Henry Castle) Poe  Poe-Green graveyard on Sastaboga-Onatchee
Road.

Solonon W.(1816-1929) o~ M PR

W
A Confederate marker Curr

By the grave of Jonathan M. Poe(1837-1883) is a Confederate Marker etc.

RasLocated wExe on the site of the present day Mitchelville Store, WmRamxizhast
Tany today recall days at Poe School, in which alsg were held services of the
Ebencezer Baptist Church, forerumner of Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Macon Quarters.

Recorded though are the
o agonds thongh record the service of John Pos of H.C., born 1758 who narried
Mary Newnan and died Oct. 9, 1834.

Leon Poe has the cane he walked with

Tn 1928 & mmex s grade school, with one teacher who received $525
‘wo of the teachors Myrtis Vinson and Geneva Robinson

the pulpit at Poe School at first carried to negro church
the pulpit now refinished with old worn holes used in the Ladies 3.5. Class at
Mt, Olive
with some of the children
“ome of those student - chidren of the Rev. DeMarcus

Marcus Delafayette Jones - who pastored the Ebensezer Church
rowing in Tovboat across the Coosa and drawing it's students from seross the Coosa where
T {ldren of the Rev. Narcus Delafayette Jones roved in a rowboat, walke

bastor at, least 10 years  his daughter Mae-aged 13-organist

Disbanded some 30 years ago  Did old Poe School burn???77?

part about C.W. fight at the Ten Islands Crossing

Steohen
Though not reanined unrecognized in rev. war records - his grandson
Jonathan the sotry of his grandson in the Civil

ar
Z1ong with the xagx preserving of the rev war record of Stephen Poe, deserves to be
Focognized the Civil War Service of the grandson Jonathan etc.

The Rev. War soldier - his brave Confaderate grandson - the lore of the Poe School
411 deserving to be renssbered in the rich history of Bemton CouRirys
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