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William Arthur Poe 
December 25, 2018 

The charcoal portrait of Saline-Grant County Pioneers 

Joshua Holiman (13 Dec 1829 North Carolina – 1 May 1902 Grant 
County, Arkansas)  

Lucretia Ann Hogue (1835 Tennessee-1908 Grant County, Arkansas) 

Arkansas, County Marriages Index, 1837-1957 at Ancestry.com 

FHL Film 
Number: 1287320 

Marriage Date: 17 Dec 1852 

Ancestry.com user jaellis162 originally shared the image below  on 24 May 2018 

Note the inscriptions written above each that identities Joshua Holiman and Lucretia Hogue Holiman. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572263/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572267/gallery
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2548&h=2329855&ssrc=pt&tid=4893753&pid=-1527572267&usePUB=true
https://www.ancestry.com/connect/Profile/0027d920-0005-0000-0000-000000000000
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This charcoal depicting Joshua Holiman and Lucretia Ann Hogue was misidentified for decades. The 
recently posted image of the original photograph helps verify their true identity. 

 
 

Joshua Holiman and Lucretia Ann Hogue charcoal drawing in original frame (1970s).  

 

Maureen Taylor, a columnist with Family Tree Magazine, suggests in an article published in the March 
2004 issue of the magazine that the charcoal image was produced in the 1890s. She based her 
conclusion, in part, on the garment worn by the woman in the image as well as her hairstyle. 
 
The double portrait and the portrait of an individual man hung in our family home in Little Rock from the 
1940s through the 1980s. By the early 2000s, the originals, executed on highly acidic material, became 
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too badly degraded to be preserved—they literally crumbled to pieces during an attempt to reframe 
them. 
 
The portraits were clearly executed by the same artist and were housed in identical frames.  The portrait 
of the individual has been identified as William Threet Poe (1817 Anson County, North Carolina – 1884 
Grant County, Arkansas) also known as “Judge Poe.” He is buried at Poe Cemetery in Grant County.  
 

  
 
 
The family knew that the double portrait depicted ancestors on my father’s side of the family, but the 
story told when they came into the possession of our family led to misidentification. My father, William 
Eugene Poe (1921-1985), remembered seeing both portraits when, as a boy, he visited the home of his  
grandparents near Benton, Arkansas, William Elkin Poe (1852-1929) and Sarah Elizabeth Holiman (1855-
1932). My father later believed the individual portrait was his grandfather and the double image his 
grandfather’s parents since they hung in his grandfather’s house (a misattribution seemingly verified by 
another misunderstanding, described below). 
 
During the early 2000s, images of William Elkin Poe surfaced (see below) and it became clear the 
identification of the portraits were incorrect. The single image is William Threet Poe, verified in part by 
an oil painting similar to the image, a photocopy of which is in possession of the Grant County Museum 
(see below).  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572307/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572316/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572316/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572309/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572308/gallery
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William Threet Poe was known as “Judge Poe” among the residents of Grant County. Among family 
members he was called “Uncle Billy” (recollections of Nancy Bertha Sheppard Byrd and other family 
historians of Saline-Grant County, particularly the “old” Belfast community where William Threet Poe 
was proprietor of a general store). 
 
The identity of the double portrait proved more problematic. When it became clear the image could not 
be William Threet Poe’s parents, the next best guess was that they were Simon B Poe and Martha Lucy 
Hardin, grandparents of the Dr. James Wyatt Walton (1863-1928) whose second wife was my 
grandfather’s sister, my great aunt, Sarah Alma Poe (1883-1969), daughter of William Elkin Poe (relation 
of the William Three Poe and Simon B Poe families is unknown). Both the portrait of William Threet Poe 
and the double portrait hung in the Benton, Arkansas, home of the then widowed, Sarah Alma Poe 
Walton. after the death her father, William Elkin Poe, in 1929.  
 
As I was told by my mother, during WWII (with ration coupons provided by her brother who owned a 
gas station) drove her father-in-law, Samuel Arthur Poe (1882-1946) (sister to Sarah Alma Poe Walton 
mentioned above) to visit the community where he grew up and attended school. Samuel Poe (called 
“Arhtur”) was in bad health and wanted to make a final trip to “old” Belfast and to see if Lost Creek 
School remained standing. As I recall, mother said the school house was there, but in a bad state. 
 
On the same trip, they went to the Walton home in Benton to visit his sister. Seeing the old portraits on 
her bedroom wall, my great aunt Alma asked my grandfather if he would like them since she was not 
interested in keeping them. My mother recalled Aunt Alma stating that the man was their “grandfather” 
and the double portrait his parents. This information was not accurate, either because Aunt Alma was 
unsure of their identity at that point in her life, or my mother remembered incorrectly what was said. 
My father, who saw the portraits at the home of William Elkin Poe, accepted what my mother said upon 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/6945968429/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572213/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572194/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572194/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572049/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572110/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572319/gallery
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his return from WWII. The information passed to me. As a side note, Arthur’s wife, my grandmother, 
Margaret Emily Davis (1880-1971), herself a daughter of Lucretia Ann Hogue’s first cousin, Nancy 
Adaline Hogue (Lucretia and Nancy’s parents were, respectively, the brothers Ezekiel and Hiram Hogue) 
strongly disliked the pictures and at some point threw them under the house, resulting in termites 
invading the frames and silverfish eating away at the portraits-explaining the white spots and the rapid 
disintegration of the cardboard upon which they were drawn. 
 
We can now accurately identify the single portrait as William Threet Poe and the double portrait as 
Joshua Holiman and Lucretia Ann Hogue, parents of William Threet Poe’s son, William Elkin Poe’s wife, 
Sara Elizabeth Holiman.  
 
One can understand how use of the term “grandparents” became confusing over the years. 
  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572324/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572336/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572336/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572345/gallery
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4893753/person/-1527572343/gallery
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Sarah Elizabeth Holiman (1855-1932), daugter 
of Joshua Holiman and Lucretia Ann Hogue  
 

William Elkin Poe (1852-1929), son of William 
Threet Poe.   
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