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or vour interesting letter and Po= Tamily data, Tbare are a few

that I can tell'you which may be <7 cora telpe

|

D £l cure this must be your line, 7 oy i

[ a reasoratly sure t'at your ancesior Val. Jare:r Poe was ;fr‘r of
Simon ?Fm Sr (died 1793J) of Chatham county NC, whose will (dated 1) )0,
sr.olons a son named James Poe. Since vou Ldj. James named ar,o o1mon

-

ou oand 1 are from the same ‘group of Poes; 1 aw dascqndod fréom +ke Reuben
Poe who 1¢ in the 1790 census of Chatham cuunty. Just whet kin py Heuben
‘es to Simon Sr is scmeibing I don't wyet know, but all of the Poes of
‘athan obviously belonged to the. same family. o

s O

ur line 1s of English originj we have no connectiog with the Germer £oés,.

or with the ancestors of Edgar Allan Pce the authgzi'!hoae ancestry gces

back tnrough Yorthern Ireland to Ayrshire, Scotland,. The Englicsh Poes
~igirated in Yottinghamshire and Derby:chire adjojnlng countlies in
erthecentral England, in the secticn where the farcus Sherwocd Forest

re stocde Fram there some of . the Poes vent to. Iraland and tc Virpinia.

¢ uar1¢eft ¥nown.Poe in Virginia ws. :aLLLl Poe of Bssex ccounty, anin

w»]ieve he is probably our ancestor, E#tex ad joing Carml;qe county,
TJ, *tere our Pces lived: before corming %o Chathan county MC. Yeur n1e=u*w~
Jq~~:gLr Simon Poe 3r, was a resident gf Caroline apunty for ra;' veal <
nd ! ‘lth T ome Oth‘ S of the fTamily, came to Forts Carolina around i*"”%T 9

for Lufi ;20us. raaﬂoun had become Baptiatﬂ in Gnroline county, and as
trat saes Vag thcﬂ‘.l “gﬂl wﬁm‘uwd :n*mgm. w cale *o U (oo
greater religious fraed

fne ¢f the other chi rqu or Siron Poe Sr was Ste hln Poe ﬂham we belie

to be the Capt. Eteplien Pﬁe (ditd 1773) on whose land th "pirst Chatham
county courthouse nni* nd who wag representing Chatham county in
the Colonial Assemby at of his death, One of the orphan 'sons of
Capt., Etephen Poa ui nho I think rust be the man who married
Rachel Harrin;tmﬂﬂ ; Sttt, ed in Alabama. Th !larkm would therefcre
be 3 nephew o 'bl, and not his s {

O"“ *ning that I’bclfata rnu‘will sotn laarn in dodnc 3tnoa10¢1cnl Féseaich -
7111 often have to disregard old family traditions that have ne basis I

oeeratfry r.\.*'t:!m.m:en..‘l!*nnsu:'y family bhas many such thles: ﬂhich celdom centaln

much If awy truthes An example of what I pean is the allegation in the 11r-

graply Janes T. Poe, that Calvin ¢ Sizon Pce (sops of John) were fircd

eourins c, the author idrar A, Poe. There men obvicusly belong to cuw

the rame Sinon 1s sufficlient proef of this - and ttera;ora they were !

the f¢.thast kin to the author, let alcne hi: first cousine, 1 ‘HVa of ten

run into the same sort of thing arong rome ﬂf wy kinfolks, who will fr.i-t

5t4hkurnly that we are "closely related" tc the author whereas there ms

actually no kinship whateyer. Such ldeas criginate qirLly on the Pasis c

the Hltual m'"'1.'-:11.::}.&‘.J somebody rays "Poe ‘s an uncolmon pame; we rust be

to Elgar Allan Pee", and the rext thing you ¥now tfiﬂ Etatoront is beirg

reptnted as a kPOln flﬂt-- - §e

The Jc'tnt Poe who was the fatler ¢’ Calvin and Simop 1is pratably obBe J¢!
Foe who appears in 1820 census ¢f Anson county ¥C, with cons of thesc a;
17 not a son of Naj, Janes Poe, then prchably bis nephéw, ﬂurulj rust b
to the FamnQ general 1in3y, .
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Just acmu tha mwuu !‘rpn tnam county m, tt;ore yere some Poyoes L.
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leld eointy, Bouth Ca.roliz}a. Powe 15 rerely a variation in £pel 1 ,

- 13 fencunced JU3% as we prendunco Foa: turn mpelldngd were BREx . LS

T ) b
g {rterchangeably in.the 18th and 19th centuries’ U.i8, Senator Sarm T
el S"'u;, ‘he senior semater frgm North Cn'rul:v:az is o descendant of this
Fooo “arily ‘of CHesterfiexd county 5C; his mother was Laurs Povie. The
f.7ol o7 the Chesterfield Power that I Ynow of was named william Pove,
sie vas in Chesterfigld as eax,lg as 1792s he might he a brether of yrur

Ya . Jares Prq, who.did have a brether named William,
S -1k Y, x

i it R Sl by
onc James Poe of Ap R county married Lucy Bush, daughter. o Richard Pi-h of
Anson (now Un‘ign) “coli ir;k 3 I think this Jag:e;. 15%} )
¢ LHO ;.-:lim- 0 and 1820 cepsus ret of Anson county.
hy ‘it ‘appears that this :amsw cannot be a son of .
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cime to timey T e 1tem a ‘Poe’ cf. oosa county a
#ho married 1 —y-2hd Erily Tynsr; no Jates piven, . - 4 .

{5 "omes Nald and Sepherd arq nives of ploneer faAdlfes in.Wilkee and
(3]

sobe countles, YorthiCa*olina; 1f I .ar not mistaken, I think thz naze
Nartin Yall océursif these fapilies, There were sevaral meh named Yarti
Teile in Culpeper etlinty Ya, in the late 18th canbury, and I think the
fite ceounty Fells'«Adl on&.:ran this line. Incidentzlly, there were aleo

& Poes in Ashe ddbhty, Who we believe are distantly related to our 1ine
E ish ¢ ht‘ ,nore. t.&I, could tell you abbut gur common anses:
ul I heave hover: i Opgor tir o0 'ﬁ!?}ﬂ ] _Teoords. of
Chathm county, and conseqien ‘:g;:?gf?g' ast ‘grea ?ihat I qo pot
oo about ny ownghcestry. I have had ‘o depand mostly on what cthers Tave
2ot mey and of misdeRlaheous information pathered from ublished scurce
I ha <L yet beer ‘able to %tiace my Airect line beyond Reuben Poe of

unty, who wag" my greasgreatsproat-grandfather; nor have 3 las
ifg was, A s .

Ticre ire several fak{lies Very ruch cennected and dnpérmarried vitl our

Poes, both in Géry county, Va, and in Chethanm county TC; two that.weore
ccpellally mixed 3? with Fite’ Boss 'are the s srmeas ook Straughan fartlies,

Sorry I cat't be B ¢, help; but perhaps thii #1180 Ye!Bnough to set you
on t{erug::tmf ‘iwn"llg_gug,eg’ ‘ "“ y w;inyzitom.concern:ng
y Ty Reuben. Pog, !‘g& 5
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Allan L. Poa,
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obably the James Foe-



